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Keeping Parents and Campuses Connected 

The Value of Errors
Most of us try to avoid making mistakes; some people even berate themselves 
when they make them. However, mistakes can provide exceptional 
opportunities for learning and for building character. 

Errors help you learn.

What happens when you make a mistake? First, you try to identify exactly  
what went wrong. Then, you work to correct the error so that you don’t make  
it again. 

Consider a preschooler attempting to build a tower of blocks. Each time the 
stack falls, he tries again, making little changes with each try—turning this 
block on its side, balancing that one between two foundational blocks, and so 
on—to ensure that the structure holds. With each collapsed tower, he learns 
what doesn’t work, bringing him closer to an eventual success. 

Consider a Spelling Bee contestant. She 
studies intensely for the competition, 
familiarizing herself with countless 
words and their etymologies. Which 
word does she remember most after  
the contest? The one she missed. Odds 
are good that she’ll never misspell that 
word again.

Just like the block stacker and the  
speller, each time you reflect on a  
failure, you increase your understanding, 
add to your store of knowledge, exercise 
creative thinking “muscles,” and develop 
new skills. When you encounter a similar  
problem again, you will be better 
equipped to deal with it successfully.  
In this way, error by error and  
correction by correction, your ability 
to understand and deal effectively with 
problems increases.

Once you have learned from a mistake, you can also pass on your hard-won 
knowledge to others. Sharing knowledge benefits you as well as the people you  
share it with because it helps solidify in your own mind what you have learned.

March at a Glance
• March 2 (CA, ID, TX, UT)

Middle School Dance/Social

• March 9 (NV)
Middle School Dance/Social

• March 12–16 (TX)
Spring Break—No School

• March 19 (ID, NV)
 Standardized Testing Begins

• March 19–23 (CA, UT)
 Speech Festival 

• March 23 (G1–8)
 Mid-Term Notices Go Out

• March 26 (CA, UT)
 Standardized Testing Begins

• March 26–30 (ID, NV)
Spring Break—No School

• March 26–30 (TX)
Speech Festival

March 2018

When students work through mistakes,  
they build self-worth and confidence in the 

strength of their own minds.

continued on p. 2



Computer Programming Fair (G1–8)
This May, all Challenger students in grades 1–8 
will showcase their creativity, problem-solving, and 
programming skills in computer projects that will be 
displayed during the weeks of Spring Programs.

Students will design 
and complete their 
projects during 
computer class. The 
projects will fulfill 
specific requirements 
and challenge 
students to use their 
independence and the 
logical and creative 
skills they have  
acquired over the  
course of the year.

We know you will enjoy seeing  
what our talented students can do! 
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Challenger students enjoy the  
challenge of creating projects for the 

Computer Programming Fair.

Errors, cont. from p. 1 

Correcting errors builds character.

Mistakes also teach you about yourself. The way you 
act and the words you use in response to an error reveal 
a great deal about your character. Do you have what it 
takes to succeed in life, or do you let mistakes drag you 
down? Having the right attitude towards errors is vital. 
It is critically important to keep in mind that errors of 
knowledge are not character flaws as long as you do the 
work to correct them. No one is omniscient, and fixing 
errors is a crucial step to building good character.

Whenever you miss the mark, 
you also have an opportunity to 
pinpoint any biases and faulty 
processes that may have led you 
down the wrong path. You become 
less susceptible to falling for 
common misperceptions; you refine 
your habits and methodology; your 
thinking becomes clearer.

If you approach errors as learning opportunities, then 
every time you successfully correct an error you will build 
self-worth and confidence in the strength of your own 
mind. Because you’ve experienced it, you will know that 
your mind has the ability to learn and grow.

Errors are important to a Challenger education.

The true value of learning goes far beyond what is 
reflected in the grades on a report card or a score on a 
standardized test. Learning is a continuous process of 
moving your perceptions closer to reality, developing the 
cognitive and social skills needed to correct honest errors, 
and strengthening the character traits of perseverance, 
focus, and concentration. All of this leads to a sense of 
self-worth that is rooted in real experience.

Don’t let report cards or standardized tests be the only 
measures of your children’s success as students or your 
success as parents. Observe how your children respond 
after making mistakes. If they are able to use their errors 
as opportunities to increase knowledge, hone skills, and 
develop character, then they are truly successful learners. 
Your children’s sense of self-worth will grow as they 
realize that if they don’t know something, they have the 
ability to figure it out. Developing this confidence as 
children will help them face and conquer the challenges 
life sends their way. 

Shamrocks A, B, and C each have one difference from shamrock D. Can 
you spot the differences? (Answers on back.)

A B

C D
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Spring Break
Please make arrangements for your  
child’s care during Spring Break. 

Region dates are:

Texas           March 12–16  
Idaho and Nevada      March 26–30 
California and Utah   April 2–6

Standardized Testing (K–8)
Challenger School will be conducting 
standardized testing in the coming 
weeks. Idaho and Nevada campuses 
will be testing the week of March 19, 
California and Utah campuses 
the week of March 26, and Texas 
campuses the week of April 2.

Our students have a history of 
performing very well on national 
standardized tests. We are confident 
that this year’s results will also  
be impressive.

Challenger students will take the  
Iowa Assessments this month. 

Spring Programs (PS–8)
Students are looking forward to performing their Spring Programs in April  
and May.

Ask your child to sing the songs she has been learning at school. It will help her 
to practice and will be a treat for you, too!

Tips for Test Days

Make sure your child:

1. Gets a good night’s sleep.

2. Eats a nutritious breakfast.

3. Arrives on time each day.

Spring Break is almost upon us!

Spring Program rehearsals are underway!

Tax Number: 
For those who need it  
for their tax returns,  

Challenger’s tax ID is 

47-1405971.

Mid-Term Notices (K–8)
You will receive a report of your child’s academic progress this month. Our 
students have accomplished much already this year and are continuing to learn  
and achieve.
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Preschool

Science Fair Success
We are very proud of our budding scientists who used the 
scientific method to explore their world at last month’s 
Science Fair. 

Their projects showed careful thinking and research, and 
their presentations showed poise and confidence.

Heard It in the Halls
Almaden (CA) campus—Second grader Adarsh overheard 
his parents talking. His mom asked her husband, “How was 
work today?” 

Adarsh’s father answered, “Not so good. The market 
crashed today.”

“Oh, no!” responded Adarsh’s mother.

Concerned, Adarsh questioned, “Dad, what does it mean 
when the market crashes?”

His father replied, “Son, it’s something that’s a little too 
complex to explain.”

Ardash persisted, “Dad, I’m a Challenger student. You 
might want to try me!”

March Fun (PS)

In conjunction with St. Patrick’s Day, 
Challenger preschool students will learn about 
Irish folklore during the month of March. 

Challenger students gave impressive  
presentations at last month’s Science Fair.

Last Chance—Enter Now to Win!
Have you submitted your entry to the Learning Curve 
Contest yet? All grade 2–8 students are eligible. 
Please email your entry (scan or file) to Marketing@
ChallengerSchool.com by March 2, 2018. 

Include the following:  
• Your full name 
• Your grade  
• Your Challenger campus

We can’t wait to see your fantastic submissions!

Survey Thanks
Recently, you may have been asked to participate in 
a Challenger survey. We thank those who answered 
these surveys. Your input helps us to maintain our high 
standards of educational excellence.

FOLLOW US ON

@challengerschool

Answer to Learning Curve puzzle:  
A. A dot is missing along the left stem. 
B. A small circle is missing from the middle of the  
    bottom right quadrant.  
C. There are only two small circles (instead of three)  
    in the top right quadrant.


