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December at a Glance

• December 5–9 (PS)
Christmas Sings and 
Santa Visit*

• December 12–15 (K–G8)
Christmas Sings and 
Christmas Concerts*

• December 15–16
 Class Christmas Parties 

• December 19–January 2
 Winter Break—No School

* Parents are encouraged to attend.

    December 2016

The Holidays  
by Jane Taylor

“Ah! don’t you remember, ’tis almost December, 
And soon will the holidays come; 
Oh, ’twill be so funny, I’ve plenty of money, 
I’ll buy me a sword and a drum.” 

Thus said little Harry, unwilling to tarry, 
Impatient to hurry from school;  
But we shall discover, this holiday lover 
Spoke both like a child and a fool. 

For when he alighted, so highly delighted  
Away from his sums and his books, 
Tho’ playthings surrounded, and sweetmeats abounded, 
Chagrin still appear’d in his looks. 

Tho’ first they delighted, his toys now were slighted,  
And thrown away out of his sight;  
He spent every morning in stretching and yawning, 
Yet went to bed weary at night. 

He had not that treasure which really makes pleasure, 
(A secret discover’d by few).  
You’ll take it for granted, more playthings he wanted;  
Oh no!—it was something to do. 

He found that employment created enjoyment 
And pass’d the time cheerful away;  
That study and reading by far were exceeding 
His cakes, and his toys, and his play. 

To school now returning, to study and learning 
With pleasure did Harry apply;  
He felt no aversion to books, ’twas diversion  
And caus’d him to smile, not to sigh.

Season’s
Greetings!
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Pearl Harbor Day
On December 7, 1941, Japanese forces attacked the 
U.S. Naval Station at Pearl Harbor, plunging our 
country into war. 

In classes this month, we will remember those  
whose lives were lost on that day and throughout 
World War II.

Spelling Bee (3–8)
This week, third through eighth graders 
are participating in class spelling 
bees. Class bees feature spelling and 
vocabulary words students have learned 
or will learn in class during the year. 

Class finalists will then qualify for the 
campus bee to be held on Friday,  
December 2. The campus bee will 
utilize words and vocabulary from the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee. For 
additional word lists, study suggestions, 
and more, visit and explore  
www.myspellit.com.

In the Spotlight— 
Award-Winning Pianist Yash V. of Ardenwood (CA)
This spring, Ardenwood (CA) eighth grader Yash V. competed in the 
prestigious American Protégé International Music Talent Competition, 

which was open to 
instrumentalists, 
vocalists, and 
traditional folk 
and jazz groups 
of all nationalities 
and countries. 

Yash was among 
the finalists who 
were selected  
to perform  
on July 3 at  
Carnegie Hall in 
New York City.

Despite studying piano for only four years, Yash has progressed rapidly to 
become a first-rate performer. Challenger applauds students who pursue 
varied and challenging interests outside the school day.

Ardenwood eighth grader Yash V.  
performing at Carnegie Hall



Christmas Sings (PS–G5) and Christmas Concerts (G6–8)
Students have been rehearsing 
and are excited to present their 
Christmas Sings and concerts. 
Parents are invited to come and 
enjoy the programs. 

The date and time of your 
child’s performance is listed 
in this month’s Classroom 
News and is also posted 
on ChallengerSchool.com. 
(Preschool classes will receive a flyer.) Please read the uniform care tips on 
ChallengerSchool.com to ensure that your child’s uniform looks its best.

We also invite everyone to attend the evening Christmas Concerts presented by our middle school students. Outstanding 
elementary classes will be featured, too. Join us for this celebration of the festive holiday season. 

ChallengerSchool.com

Priority Enrollment for 2017–2018
Current Challenger families have the opportunity to enroll  
for the 2017–2018 school year before enrollment opens  
to the public. You’ll receive more information in January.

Current students must reapply every year before open  
enrollment begins to ensure priority placement.

Winter Break
Challenger School will not be 
in session from December 19–
January 2. Please make alternate 
arrangements for child care during 
these two weeks. 

We hope that you and your children 
enjoy this family time, and we wish 
you the best in the new year!

The Science Fair is just 
around the corner!

Science Fair (K–G8)
Students in grades 3–8 have begun 
working on Science Fair projects. 
Kindergarten–grade 2 students  
will receive their materials after 
Winter Break.

Please carefully review the Science 
Fair packet that your grade 3–8 child 
has received. Help your child find a 
project that he can do on his own. 

The Science Fair will be held   
in February.



Christmas Parties (PS–G8)
Classes will have parties on the  
last day of school before Winter Break. 
Challenger will provide fun activities and 
treats, so please do not send food or gifts to this 
in-class, student-only event.

Activities to Stimulate Thinking
In order to ensure that your child retains the skills he is learning in class, try 
these activities together over Winter Break:

Watch educational DVDs like  
Challenger Phonics Fun with your child 
(available at your campus or online at 
LearningCrew.org). The kit makes a 
terrific Christmas gift! Sing along with the 
songs. As you watch, ask questions about 
letters, sounds, and blending.

Play counting games. Ask your child to 
count the cookies on a plate or presents 
under the tree. While you’re in the car, say, 

“Can you find eight houses that are decorated for the holidays?” or look at a 
calendar and ask, “How many days are left in this year?” Three-year-olds are 
learning to count to 20, and four-year-olds can handle even larger numbers.
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Preschool

Heard It in the Halls
Farmington (UT) campus—As Santa was passing out candy canes 
after a preschool Christmas program, one of the four-year-olds 
wondered how to spell Santa’s name. His classmate Aaron piped up 
confidently, “I know! S-A-N-T-A spells Santa!” 

Santa was very impressed and delighted, and Aaron received his 
own round of applause from the audience.

Berryessa (CA) campus—When sixth grader Savitha’s mother 
couldn’t get the lid off her pressure cooker, Savitha thought of the 
relationship between heat and pressure her class had been discussing 
in Earth Science. 

“Mom,” she suggested, “try running it under cold water. Gases 
compress when they’re colder.” Sure enough, the lid came off, and 
Savitha’s mom marveled at how well her daughter had applied the 
science lesson.

Look for Santa to make an appearance at preschool 
Christmas Sings and in kindergarten classes this month!

Happy
Holidays!


